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 Public Opinion Strategies is pleased to present the 
key findings of a telephone survey in the Lewis 
Palmer School District. 
 

 The survey was completed April 1-3, 2013 among 
250 voters likely to participate in a November 
2013 election. The sample has a margin of error of 
+ 6.20%, and is proportionate throughout the 
district and representative of the likely voter pool.   
 

 Lori Weigel was the principal researcher on this 
project. Becky Kramer was the project director 
with Brian Fraser providing analytical assistance. 



 Public Opinion Strategies has completed 425 research 
projects in Colorado since 1991 
 

 This includes 155,000 Coloradans and 24 ballot 
measure campaigns, including 4 statewide issues 
 

 School Districts: Falcon, Littleton, JeffCo, Summit, St. 
Vrain, Weld RE-4, Fraser Valley, and others 

 Also:  

 
 

La Plata County 

Delta County 

Gunnison County 

Garfield County 

Mesa County 

EagleCounty 

Park County 

Arapahoe County 

Vail, Parker, Eriie, Durango 

Loveland 

 

 

 

Colorado Springs 

Denver 

Limon 

Telluride  

Breckenridge 

Fort Collins 

Pueblo 

Castle Rock 

Denver metro area 

 
 





There may be an issue on the ballot in a future election regarding funding for schools in the Lewis 
Palmer school district. If the election were being held today and the following proposal was on the 
ballot, would you vote “yes” or “no” on... 
 
“Shall Lewis Palmer Consolidated School District Number 38's taxes be increased four and a half 
million dollars in 2014 and annually thereafter through 2024 by the imposition of an additional 
property tax mill levy of ten and a half mills, to be used for educational purposes, including but not 
limited to... 
 
• Maintaining optimal class sizes. 
• Continuing the district’s commitment to the highest quality standards and accountability. 
• Continuing to provide each child access to comprehensive education with programs such as art, 

music, and advanced class offerings. 
• Maintaining adequate numbers of well‐qualified teachers. 
• Providing for safety of students, teachers and staff. 

...and... 
• Providing students with the instruction and skills necessary for success in college and the 

workplace. 
• And shall such tax increase be an additional property tax mill levy in excess of the levy 
• authorized for the district’s general fund?” 

We first tested a measure that would levy an additional 
property tax of ten and a half mills. 
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The electorate is evenly divided on this funding 
proposal.   

Definitely 
Yes 
26% 

Undecided 
10% 

Definitely 
No 

32% 

Probably No 
13% 

Probably 
Yes 
19% 

Total Yes 45% 

Total No 44% 
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59% 

49% 

40% 
35% 

52% 

37% 

61% 

42% 

32% 

45% 
48% 

52% 

34% 

53% 

34% 

47% 

Ages 
18-44 
(24%) 

Ages 
45-54 
(23%) 

Ages 
55-64 
(30%) 

Ages 
65+ 

(23%) 

Men 
Ages 18-49 

(17%) 

Men 
Ages 50+ 

(31%) 

Women 
Ages 18-49 

(17%) 

Women 
Ages 50+ 

(34%) 

Yes No 

Younger voters and women are more likely to 
support an increase.   

Initial Ballot by Age and Gender/Age 
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63% 

54% 52% 

36% 

26% 

33% 
36% 

52% 

Pre-Kindergarten 
(10%) 

K-6 Grade 
(22%) 

Middle/High School 
(23%) 

No Children 
(55%) 

Yes No 

Parents, especially those with younger children, are 
most apt to vote Yes. 

Initial Ballot by Parent Status 
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36% 

56% 

67% 

43% 

31% 

75% 

46% 
52% 

35% 
30% 

43% 

58% 

22% 

43% 

Republican 
(58%) 

Independent 
(26%) 

Democrat 
(14%) 

Republican 
Parents 
(25%) 

Republican 
without Kids 

(33%) 

Independent/ 
Democrat 

Parent 
(19%) 

Independent/ 
Democrat 

without Kids 
(21%) 

Yes No 

There is definitely a partisan split: fewer than half 
of GOP parents support this proposal.   

Initial Ballot by Party and Party/Parent Status 
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42% 
48% 

30% 

41% 

62% 
58% 

46% 
43% 

53% 51% 

36% 
31% 

Men 
(48%) 

Women 
(52%) 

Republican 
Men 

(28%) 

Republican 
Women 
(30%) 

Independent/ 
Democrat Men 

(19%) 

Independent/ 
Democrat 
Women 
(21%) 

Yes No 

GOP women are a critically important sub-group in 
order for a funding measure to be successful.  

Initial Ballot by Gender and Party/Gender 
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68% 

44% 

12% 

67% 

37% 

13% 
19% 

47% 

78% 

20% 

54% 

83% 

A 
(35%) 

B 
(37%) 

C / D / F 
(22%) 

Excellent 
(39%) 

Good 
(44%) 

Fair/Poor 
(10%) 

Yes No 

Voters must have intensely positive views of the 
schools in order to vote Yes. “Good” is not good 

enough in this district. 

Initial Ballot by District Grade and District Quality 
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65% 

83% 

17% 
10% 

August 2008* April 2013 

Excellent/Good Not So Good/Poor 

Similarly, how would you rate the job Lewis Palmer School District 38 is doing providing a high quality education 

to students? Is it doing an excellent job, a good job, a not so good job, or a poor job? 

20% 

Excellent 

Positive opinion of the school district has increased 
in the last few years though.   

39% 

Excellent 

* 2008 data taken from a 

FrederickPolls survey 
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8% 

30% 

60% 

More Likely Less Likely No Difference 

And, would you be more likely or less likely to vote Yes in favor of this proposal if you knew that it would raise property taxes by 

100 dollars per year for every one hundred thousand dollars in home value, or would it make no difference in your opinion? 

Three-in-five say learning the personal financial 
impact does not have an impact on their decision.   
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Supporters recognize the funding gap and perceive a 
benefit to themselves personally or the community. 

What are the one or two main reasons why you would vote YES on this proposal? 

Reasons Voting Yes: 

Have children in school 

Retain quality teachers 

Class sizes 

Underfunded 

Believe in public education 

Important to community 

Quality education 

Property values 

“My children went through Lewis Palmer schools. My wife's 

been employed by the Lewis Palmer school district for the 

past 20 plus years and we have a lot of respect and 

admiration for the administrators and school staff in District 

38. I think the schools have taken enough cuts in the past five 

years and to maintain smaller class sizes and the quality of 

education it's going to require additional dollars.” 
- Central  Democratic Male 

“Education is important to a healthy community. The 

Lewis Palmer school district has been underfunded for 

several years. This is long overdue. Even with resale of 

real estate there will not be younger people moving to the 

community if the schools are not good. If you do not have 

children you will not have things paid for like clothing and 

music lessons. As residents age, they consume less. 

That hurts the local economy. I have lived in this school 

district for 14 years. They have had several levies fail. 

There are too many kids in the middle school. The 

community is doing the kids an injustice by not funding. I 

send my children to another school because of this” 
- East Democratic Female 
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No voters are concerned about taxes broadly and 
spending by the district specifically. 

What are the one or two main reasons why you would vote NO on this proposal? 

Reasons for Voting No: 

Need to spend money wisely 

Second high school issue 

Taxes too high already 

Funding is adequate now 

Need to know specifically 

where funds are going 

Sick of mill levies 

Economy still not good 

“The most predominant, I feel there were some decisions 

made several years ago that now we're faced with increased 

property taxes to make up for. About three ago, the school 

district overfunded. They built a second school instead of 

enhancing the one they have, and now they are stuck with a 

school district that has fewer student body than projected. 

They were using skewed data for their projected gross 

student body, and now the projected growth of the school 

district is not how it is today. So we have two high schools 

that are not working properly and yet now we still have to pay 

for the infrastructure for two high schools.” 
- East Republican Male 

“Because I think they need to spend their money more 

wisely instead of asking for more. That would be the main 

one. Because I think they get a large amount of money 

from taxpayers already and taxes are high enough to go 

to the schools. We're being forced to budget our money 

so I think that all the community people who get tax 

dollars you know, fire department, police department, 

roads, should be forced to do what the taxpayers do. 

Which is reevaluating what we spend where.” 
- Central Republican Male 



“And, an alternative proposal is being considered 
that would increase taxes by TWO million dollars in 

2014, and by such amounts as may be collected 
annually thereafter by the impositions of an 

additional mill levy of four point six eight mills to be 
used for the same educational purposes. This would 

raise property taxes by 45 dollars per every one 
hundred thousand dollars in home value. 

We then asked respondents who answered “NO” on the initial 
levy measure an alternative proposal. 
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If this were the proposal would you vote Yes in favor or No against? 

*Asked only of No's and then recalculated 

assuming all supporters remained 

Definitely Yes 
27% 

Undecided 
11% 

Definitely No 
29% 

Probably No 
13% 

Probably Yes 
21% 

Total Yes 48% 

Total No 42% 

The change in total amount does not shift attitudes 
enough to move the measure to a majority.   
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What is the MOST you would be willing to pay per year in order to maintain optimal class sizes, have adequate 

well‐qualified teachers, provide for school safety and continue high quality standards in our schools? 

1% 

23% 

10% 

8% 

17% 

6% 

23% 

65% 

23% 

More Than $350 

$350  

$250  

$200  

$150  

Less Than $150 

Nothing 

Total Willing to Pay 

Nothing/Not Willing to Pay 

Willingness to pay does not hit majority status until 
the personal impact is at $150 or below.   
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52% 

42% 

33% 

15% 

Pre- 
Kindergarten 

(10%) 

K-6 Grade 
(22%) 

Middle/ High 
School 
(23%) 

No Children 
(55%) 

Willing to Pay $350+ 

What is the MOST you would be willing to pay per year in order to maintain optimal class sizes, have adequate 

well-qualified teachers, provide for school safety, and continue high quality standards in our schools? 

Voters, even non-parents, are willing to pay more 
for better education, but at lower amounts.   

68% 

77% 
69% 

58% 

Pre- 
Kindergarten 

(10%) 

K-6 Grade 
(22%) 

Middle/ High 
School 
(23%) 

No Children 
(55%) 

Willing to Pay Anything 

Willingness to Pay by Parent Status 
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27% 

17% 

46% 

12% 

Republican 
Parents 
(25%) 

Republican 
without Kids 

(33%) 

Independent/ 
Democrat 

Parent 
(19%) 

Independent/ 
Democrat 

without Kids 
(21%) 

Willing to Pay $350+ 

What is the MOST you would be willing to pay per year in order to maintain optimal class sizes, have adequate 

well-qualified teachers, provide for school safety, and continue high quality standards in our schools? 

Parents that lean Independent or Democrat are the 
most willing to pay for more funding.   

65% 
57% 

86% 

60% 

Republican 
Parents 
(25%) 

Republican 
without Kids 

(33%) 

Independent/ 
Democrat 

Parent 
(19%) 

Independent/ 
Democrat 

without Kids 
(21%) 

Willing to Pay Anything 

Willingness to Pay by Party/Parent Status 
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Grade "A" 
35% 

Don't Know 
6% 

Grade "F" 
3% 

Grade "D" 
2% 

Grade "C" 
17% 

Grade "B" 
37% 

Many schools use the letters A, B, C, D or F for Fail to grade students. Suppose you had the chance to grade 

the Lewis Palmer public schools, what grade would you give them ‐ A, B, C, D or F for fail? 

A/B 72% 

C/D/F 22% 

Voters generally hold very positive perceptions of 
the schools.   
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68% 

30% 

Confident Not Confident 

How confident would you say you are that Lewis Palmer school district is handling 

taxpayer money wisely? Would you say you are... 

20% 

Very Confident 

Residents express soft confidence in the district’s 
handling of taxpayer money.   
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In a tough situation, but able to 

manage future state funding cuts 

Just fine and able to absorb future 

state funding cuts 

In an emergency situation due to 

future state funding cuts 

If this ballot measure is not approved by voters, do you think district schools would be... 

Yet they overwhelmingly think the district will be 
able to handle future cuts in funding and almost no 

one would perceive that as a crisis.   
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Top tier funding components focus on giving 
students the skills they need for college & jobs. 

82% 

80% 

79% 

78% 

75% 

95% 

97% 

96% 

95% 

92% 

Extremely/Very Important -  

Proposal Aspects Ranked By Extremely/Very Important 

Providing students with the instruction and 

skills necessary for success in college and 

the workplace. 

Providing classes that include hands‐on 

learning opportunities in Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math. 

Maintaining adequate numbers of 

well‐qualified teachers. 

Continuing the district’s commitment to 

providing an educational program of the highest 

quality standards and accountability. 

Teaching students to master technology and 

apply the skills necessary to compete for the 

jobs of the future. 



26 April 2013 Lewis Palmer School District 

Teachers and support for struggling students are 
also deemed very important. 

69% 

67% 

63% 

58% 

57% 

93% 

95% 

93% 

92% 

91% 

Extremely/Very 

Important  

Proposal Aspects Ranked By Extremely/Very Important 

Attracting and retaining the best teachers by 

maintaining teachers’ salaries and benefits. 

Providing support for struggling students 

who need extra help mastering the basics. 

Continuing to provide each child access to a 

comprehensive education with programs such as 

art, music, and advanced class offerings. 

Providing updated technology for classroom 

and student use. 

Maintaining gifted and talented programs and 

advanced learning opportunities. 
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Safety, class size and teacher training actually trail 
all other potential uses of funds. 

54% 

51% 

48% 

87% 

89% 

86% 

Extremely/Very 

Important  

Proposal Aspects Ranked By Extremely/Very Important 

Improving safety at schools for students, 

teachers and staff. 

Maintaining class sizes. 

Providing training and professional 

development to improve teacher quality 

and effectiveness. 
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Top Funding Items by Initial Ballot Response: 

Definitely Yes Probably Yes Total No 

Attracting and retaining teachers by 
maintaining salaries and benefits 

99% 

Provide classes that include hands-on 
learning opportunities in STEM 

91% 

Provide students with the skills 
necessary for success in college/the 

workplace 
73% 

Maintaining adequate numbers of 
well-qualified teachers 

97% 

Maintaining adequate numbers of 
well-qualified teachers 

91% 

Provide classes that include hands-on 
learning opportunities in STEM 

68% 

Provide students with the skills 
necessary for success in college/the 

workplace 
92% 

Continuing the district’s commitment 
to providing an educational program 

of the highest quality 
88% 

Continuing the district’s commitment 
to providing an educational program 

of the highest quality 
63% 

Provide access to a comprehensive 
education with programs such as art, 

music and advanced classes 
91% 

Attracting and retaining teachers by 
maintaining salaries and benefits 

86% 

Maintaining adequate numbers of 
well-qualified teachers 

63% 

Continuing the district’s commitment 
to providing an educational program 

of the highest quality 
91% 

Teach students to master tech and 
apple the skills to compete for jobs 

86% 

Teach students to master tech and 
apple the skills to compete for jobs 

51% 
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Writing some accountability provisions into the 
ballot language could be critically important. 

41% 

38% 

33% 

31% 

26% 

26% 

17% 

77% 

75% 

76% 

70% 

75% 

62% 

61% 

Much More 

Likely 

Accountability Measures Ranked By Much More Likely 

Ensure that NO funds from this measure go to administration. 

Require an annual independent audit. 

Ensure that the district conducts community meetings to 

share financial information and to gather public input 

about the district’s budget. 

Ensure that the district publishes an annual public report 

profiling the financial and academic performance of the district. 

Ensure that a citizen oversight committee ensures funds are 

spent as directed in the measure. 

Automatically expire or sunset the tax in TEN years. 

Base funding priorities on the recommendations of a 

citizens committee. 
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The benefit schools accrue to all residents in the 
form of higher property values is most resonant. 

32% 

32% 

31% 

27% 

27% 

67% 

64% 

69% 

61% 

60% 

Very 

Convincing 

Support Statements Ranked By Very Convincing 

We need to make sure that our public schools continue to be some of the 

best in the state. The value of our homes is increased by the good 

reputation of our schools. 

Having a good teacher can make all the difference in a classroom. We have 

fewer teachers today, and those remaining have had a pay freeze and 

reduced benefits to help the district balance its budget. In order to keep 

well‐qualified and adequate numbers of teachers in our classrooms, and 

not lose our best and brightest teachers to other districts we need to vote 

YES on this measure. 

Lewis Palmer School District is currently managing its resources wisely. The 

district has reduced administration by 31 percent since 2006, created more 

efficiencies to trim over two million dollars annually, and instituted student 

fees for elective activities. However, state funding has continued to drop 

leaving the district with future cuts that directly affect student learning. 

State funding cuts combined with increased costs of state‐mandated 

programs are now well over four million dollars per year. We need to work 

together to ensure the quality of our local schools by maintaining the 

basics: a safe school with good teachers providing a well‐rounded 

education to children. 

Our schools have struggled to handle millions of dollars in cuts from state 

government over the last few years without hurting our kids. But now our 

schools will be facing crisis cuts: fewer teachers at every school, more 

students in every class, less help for struggling students and even closing 

some schools. 
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Top Support Statements by Party 

Republican Independent Democrat 

LPSD is managing its 
resources wisely. 

29% 

Having a good teacher can 
make all the difference. 

38% 

State funding cuts combined 
with increased costs of 

mandated programs are now 
over $4M per year 

67% 

Need to make sure that our 
public schools continue to be 
some of the best in the state. 

27% 

LPSD is managing its 
resources wisely. 

35% 

Need to make sure that our 
public schools continue to be 
some of the best in the state. 

54% 

Our schools have struggled 
to handle cuts from state 
government over the last 

few years. 
25% 

Need to make sure that our 
public schools continue to be 
some of the best in the state. 

31% 

Having a good teacher can 
make all the difference. 

51% 
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Top Support Statements by Parent Status 

Parents Non-Parents 

LPSD is managing its 
resources wisely. 

39% 

Having a good teacher can 
make all the difference. 

31% 

Our schools have struggled 
to handle cuts from state 
government over the last 

few years. 
37% 

Need to make sure that our 
public schools continue to be 
some of the best in the state. 

29% 

Need to make sure that our 
public schools continue to be 
some of the best in the state. 

35% 

LPSD is managing its 
resources wisely. 

25% 
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The strongest rationale against the measure is a 
typical concern about administrative costs. 

35% 

30% 

26% 

24% 

20% 

66% 

59% 

55% 

51% 

49% 

Very 

Convincing 

Opposition Statements Ranked By Very Convincing 

The school district should reduce its 

administrative costs, before it turns to the 

taxpayers for more money. 

Our property taxes are too high already. 

With our economy in recession and people losing 

jobs, this is just not a good time to be raising 

taxes. We should wait until better economic times 

to spend this much money on schools. 

The school district cannot be trusted to spend 

this money wisely, given their poor history with 

taxpayer funds. 

The school district is crying wolf. They say that more 

cuts are coming, but they have managed to absorb 

plenty of cuts before. They just need to tighten their 

belt and do better with less. 
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Definitely 
Yes 
30% 

Undecided 
7% 

Definitely 
No 

33% 

Probably 
No 

14% 

Probably 
Yes 
16% 

Definitely 
Yes 
26% 

Undecided 
10% 

Definitely 
No 

32% 

Probably 
No 

13% 

Probably 
Yes 
19% 

Total Yes 46% 

Total No 47% 

Informed Ballot 

Total Yes 45% 

Total No 44% 

Initial Ballot 

The general dynamics of the measure do not 
change after these voters hear all this information.   

Now that you have heard some more about this issue let me ask you again ‐ If the election were being 

held today and the following proposal was on the ballot, would you vote “yes” or “no” on... 





 There are clearly a number of voters who recognize the 
district has sought funds in the past. This measure seems to 
strike them as more of the same.  This effort would likely 
benefit from a proposal that is framed in reform terms – 
Requiring our schools to give students the skills necessary to 
attend college or have a career, including hands-on education 
in STEM, vocational classes, etc., and ensuring schools are 
held accountable by requiring all funds go directly to the 
classroom, independent public audits, and a citizen oversight 
committee…   

 
 In addition,  would likely benefit from a measure that is 

citizen-driven, perhaps a Concerned Citizens for Quality 
Schools & Home Values (okay something catchier than that).  
The measure should include language about “in order to 
maintain quality schools and strong property values.” 



 While some voters clearly understand the dynamics at work, 
more citizens without students in school need to become a 
part of this process and hopefully become advocates for the 
effort.  Therefore, 2014 is far more realistic for this measure 
to be placed on the ballot.   

 
 Finally, some consideration to the price point ought to be 

considered.  It may be impossible to adjust, but it does appear 
to be a factor that residents consider.   
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