
Traci Burnett 

I am a parent of two students in the Lewis Palmer School District attending Prairie Winds Elementary 
and Palmer Ridge High School. My husband, Mike, and I recently moved our family here two years 
ago from the Broomfield area near Denver.  A Colorado native, I graduated from Northglenn High 
School and then attended the Colorado School of Mines before graduating summa cum laude from 
the University of Colorado in 1996 earning a B.A. in Political Science.  I have a full time career as a 
Director of Sales Compensation with a large corporation and consider myself the CFO of our crazy and 
hectic family. I have loved my children’s teachers in the LP School District since moving here and they 
are some of the best educators around!  I have serious and grave concerns about the dangers of 
government driven curricula and mandates, and what it will do to our fabulous teachers.  I am 
suspect of Common Core’s claims of higher standards, disturbed by legalized intrusion into student 
and family privacy through massive data collection and biometric measurements, and question 
whether constant assessment and testing will produce results or tie the hands of our local teachers.  
No Child Left Behind, Outcome-Based Education, Goals 2000 and Schools-to-Work were all federally 
mandated education initiatives that came before the latest and most dangerous and disingenuous 
program to date:  Common Core.  Complicated by design perhaps, I urge other parents to research 
and dig deeper to decide whether this is something they truly want for their children and our 
community. 

Cassie Harrelson 

I currently work as a Math Teacher Coach in the Aurora Public Schools in grades K – 8.  Prior to 
working in Aurora, I worked in the Aspen Public Schools as the Math Specialist and taught high school 
mathematics and Special Education.  My undergraduate degree is in Secondary Mathematics.  I have 
a master’s degree in Special Education and Linguistically Diverse Education.  I currently serve on the 
Educator Leadership Cadre (ELC) and Math Item Review for the upcoming Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for Colleges and Careers (PARCC) assessment with prior experience on our CSAP/TCAP 
assessment on the Content and Validity committee.   
 
Mark Hyatt 
 
Mark Hyatt is an educational leader by passion and experience.  In 2002, he became President of The 
Classical Academy (TCA), the largest brick and mortar charter school in Colorado and presided over 
growth from just around 1000 to over 3200 students. In 2010 he became Executive Director of the 
Colorado Charter School Institute with almost 10,500 students in 25 schools statewide.  He received 
the 2009 “Educational Innovator of the Year Award” from the University of Colorado.  He served on 
the Colorado Governors P-20 Education Counsel and the Colorado Education Commissioner’s 
“Leadership Academy Board”.  He was also appointed by the Governor to serve on the House Bill 
1412 Committee to improve authorization and operational practices for charter schools. Before 
becoming an educator, he was a senior leader in the military.  He served as an advisor to the 
Secretary of Defense, was Vice Commandant at the US Air Force Academy and was Director of the 
Center for Character Development at the AF Academy.  In 2000, he received the Citizenship and 
Character Award from President Gerald Ford for his visionary leadership of the character 
development program at the AF Academy. He was President of the Character Education 
Partnership in Washington DC Jan 2012-Jan 2014.  After the Sandy Hook tragedy last year, he served 
on the White House School Violence Task Force.  
 



Wesley Jolly 
 
Wesley Jolly was born and raised in Darlington, South Carolina.  After graduation from Emmanuel 
Baptist School as valedictorian in 1982, he attended the United States Air Force Academy where he 
graduated in 1986 as the Outstanding American History Major with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
History.  In 1995, he received a Master of Arts Degree in U.S. History from George Mason University, 
Virginia.   After receiving his commission from the Academy, Wes completed Undergraduate Pilot 
Training (Helicopter) at Fort Rucker, Alabama.  After seventeen years in the Air Force helicopter 
community, Wes had the opportunity to fulfill a dream by teaching history at the United States Air 
Force Academy.  Wes retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2006 with over 2,800 flight hours as a 
command pilot and over fifteen years instructor experience.  After military retirement, Wes accepted 
a teaching position at The Classical Academy.  Teaching at TCA from 2006-2013, Wes served as the 
Social Sciences Department and Instructional Philosophy Lead.  Wes also served as an Adjunct 
Professor in U.S. History at Pikes Peak Community College for nearly three years.  In 2013, Wes was 
selected to serve as The Classical Academy’s Director of Academic Services, an administrative 
leadership position, overseeing the operations of TCA’s seven schools, on three campuses, serving 
over 3,500 students and 400+ staff members.   
 

 

 

Tena Logan 

I am excited to be part of this panel, as it is extremely important for educators, community members, 
and parents to have open, two-way communication for the success of students.  I was born and 
raised in Colorado Springs.   I graduated from Coronado High School.   I then attended the University 
of Northern Colorado earning a B.A. in Elementary Education with a focus on Early Childhood 
Development.  I received a Masters’ of Arts in Teaching in Integrated Natural Sciences K-12 from 
Colorado College.  I obtained my Principal’s Licensure degree from University of Phoenix.  I have 
incorporated common core with mathematics, brain research, and how to use students’ learning 
styles and talents to help them benefit from education.  During my tenure with Colorado Springs D11, 
I have held the following positions:  Elementary Teacher, Science Teacher on Special Assignment, 
Math Coach, and 6th grade Math/Science Teacher.  For the past three years, I teach mathematics at 
Colorado Technical University instructing adults in College Mathematics and Introduction to College 
Algebra.  The biggest issue most of my students face is that they don’t remember what they learned 
in school and/or feel like they are “not good at math.”  It is my belief that anyone can become 
proficient in mathematics.  My bottom line is that I want what is best for my students so that they 
can be productive, literate, critical thinking, problem solvers in our global society.   
 

 

  



Paul Lundeen 

Elected from the 5th Congressional District, I am the current chairman of the Colorado State Board of 
Education.  I have worked to advance the cause of charter schools, innovation, and choice in 
education, supporting the right and responsibility of parents to direct the upbringing and education 
of their children.   Knowing that a free market approach naturally eliminates bad and outdated ideas 
and businesses over time, I am opposed to government bureaucracies which tend to live on and 
expand even when proven inefficient.  I have fought this dynamic in the sphere of education, a prime 
example of the inadequacies of government controlled and managed systems.  I was a Regent Scholar 
at the University of Nebraska.  After graduating from New York University, where I studied journalism 
and economics, I was a Washington correspondent with credentials to the White House.  My wife of 
28 years, Connie, and I raised our two adult children here in Colorado – both graduated from Lewis-
Palmer High School. 
 

 

 

Mary Senour 

My undergraduate degree is from the University of California at Berkeley in History.  I earned a 
Master's Degree from the School of Education at the University of San Francisco in Marriage and 
Family Counseling.  I have worked as a Family Therapist for years, taking time off to raise our seven 
children.  I have been married to, my husband Ken, for 34 years.  We have seven children and six 
grandchildren, with another grandchild due in December of 2014!  My husband and I also helped to 
raise three other teenagers, who lived with us during their high school years.  I have been an active 
volunteer and parent in all the District 38 schools.  Our children attended:  Lewis-Palmer Elementary, 
the Charter Academy, Lewis-Palmer Middle School, Lewis-Palmer High School, and Palmer Ridge High 
School.  My husband and I are currently assisting our sixth child through college.   


